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WOMEN'S COLLEGES THING OF PAST, SAYS USD DEAN
SAN OIEGO,Calif.--The historical reason for women;s colleges is no
longer valid, says the academic dean of a women's college.
Sister Sally Furay, academic dean of the USD College for Women, said
in an interview this week, ''Women's colleges in the United States were
begun because women were not allo~~d into the regularly established

I

institutions, with rare exceptions,
"I think ... though men may n6t accept this -- that "7hether in
education or industry womeh are not fully accepted as the intellectual
and administrative equals of mert.
"But in an era when ail colleges -- even the famous Ivy League and
Seven Sisters -- are recognizing that the original reason for women's
colleges (the unavailability of women's education) is no longer a reason,
there seems less neccessity to continue the rather expensive operation
separately."
The college, now coordinate with the University of San Diego, is in
the process of merging with USD to create a new and distinct institution.
Asked what changes have been brought about at women's colleges, such
as the College for Women, by accepting male students, Sister Furay said,
"academically there has been great enrichment in the interplay of men's
and women's minds.

I've found this in my own classrooms, and other
(MORE)
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teachers have said the same thing.

And this has been an enrichment for the

men as well as for the women."
There are social influences as well, she said.
more natural.

''The atmosphere is

The type of social atmosphere separate education creates is

not a healthy atmosphere."
However, the difference in the general atmosphere of the college, she
said, can be regarded as either an improvement or a deterioration,
dependent on the point of view.

''Those who put high priority on neatness

and having everything in its place are going to call it a deterioration.
"I personally don't look upon it quite like that, because of the
social and academic enrichment.

But there have been shocks for some

people."
The college is conducted by the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
an international order with educational institutions in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America as well as Europe and the United States.
The religious themselves have been undergoing a change of dress.
Many of the sisters have given up their habits for contemporary garb.
Asked if the change in dress wa1

symptomatic of something deeper

within the order, Sister Furay stated she thought it was.

"Religious

women and religious men in the 1970s have had to look very deeply at the
real meaning of why they entered religious life, why they stayed in it,
of what it is for and what it is doing.
"Perhaps many of us in previous years concentrated too much on
external forms and perhaps didn't go deep enough."
She added, that the religious and lay people in the church are tending to examine meanings.

"We have to look at fundamentals, we have to

look at why; we have to come face to face with the meaning of the kind of
life we have chosen to live, whether it is a religious life or the life of
a lay person in the church."
(MORE)
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Sister Furay will be a delegate to the General Chapter of the society
in Rome later this year.

The general chapter follows a special meeting

called by the religious order in 1967, following Vatican II.
The special chapter inaugurated a three-year period of experimentation
with forms of apostolate, forms of religious life, different ways of prayer,
and greater activity in the day-to-day society, she said.
'~his 1970 -general chapter is going to look at the period of
experimentation, evaluate it, ascertain where we are going wrong; where
the experimentation has given us a deeper and more viable apostolate and
religious life, Sister Furay said.
About 90 nuns will represent the 6,500 nuns of the society at the
general chapter.

Sister Furay will be one of 13 delegates from the United

States and Canada,
She will accompany the provincial of the western province to the
Rome meeting, visiting en route other houses of the society in Korea,
(

I

Taiwan, Bombay,

Uganda, Cairo, Germany, France, England and Ireland.

''We wish to see as many of the society's houses as possible , " Sister
Furay said, "particularly the mission housea. It seems only fair that as
many as possible of those at the general chapter, involved in the
deliberations, will have seen other parts of the society, other ways of
life, other viewpoints on fundamental questions.
be richer."
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I think the result will

